
Replaces old Union 
South, 1971-2009

Cost:  

$94.8 million project

Funding:

•	Student fees

•	Donor support

•	Union and University 
operating revenue

•	NO tax dollars  
The Wisconsin Union 

does NOT receive tax  

or tuition dollars.

Size:

New Union South 
187,000 total sq. ft.   
(plus underground  
parking structure) 

276,664 total sq. ft.

Union South (old) 
112,955 total sq. ft.

Memorial Union 
264,601 total sq. ft.

New Features 
include:

•	Six new dining options  

•	Convenience store

•	Bowling alley

•	Climbing wall

•	Varsity Hall

•	1308 Art Gallery

•	The Marquee,  

a 350-seat cinema

•	Live performance venue

•	17 meeting rooms

•	60 guest rooms in eco-

friendly boutique hotel

•	UW Credit Union  

branch office

•	Approximately 170 

underground  

parking spaces

•	The Orchard

•	South Plaza

and much more!

Welcome to the 
New Union South!

1308 Dayton St., Madison, WI

University of Wisconsin - Madison,  South Campus Union
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Why is a new union 
building necessary?

•	 8,000 students on campus 	

when Memorial Union was 	

built in 1928.

•	 30,000 when original Union 	

South was built in 1971.  	

Built to last 30 years.

•	 Now about 42,000 students annually.  

•	 More than 5 million people visit	

our facilities each year.

•	 Each year the Union turns away 	

1,300 student organization 	

requests for activity space.

•	 Surveys and other data 	

showed the old Union South was 	

not meeting student needs. 

•	 Cost analysis showed it would 	

be more effective to build a 	

new Union than to work with 	

the existing facility. 

Architects
Workshop Architects, Inc. (Milwaukee) 

Moody Nolan, Inc  (Columbus)

Construction 
Management
CG Schmidt  (Milwaukee)

Camus Partners  
in the building
Visitors & Information Program (VIP)

UW Transportation Services 	

(parking structure)

UW Police Department

UW Credit Union

DoIT

Visit our website at union.wisc.edu

Facts & details



A True Wisconsin 
Building: Both 
“Green” and “Gold”

•	 The new Union South is 

tracking to receive a LEED 

(Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design) Gold 

rating. (Certification process by 

US Green Building Council)

•	 A “Green” Union for the 21st 

Century: Sustainable, energy 

efficient and built with a focus 

on local and regional recycled 

products.

Design Principles

Key Design Principle:

Sustainability 
Timeless and enduring 
architecture
•	 Warm and textured; wood and stone

•	 Prairie influenced

•	 Using indigenous Wisconsin materials whenever 
possible, e.g. stone quarried from Mosinee

•	 “Green” roof testing site for Div. of State 
Facilities

•	 88% material removed from former building 
recycled 

•	 Water feature recycles runoff rain water from 
green roof; contributes to 40% water use 
reduction compared to code

•	 Recycling in hotel rooms, food units and 
throughout the building

•	 Energy efficient practices: lighting, HVAC, etc. 
reducing energy use 37%

•	 Composting organic waste containers in all 	
food units

•	 Green cleaning

•	 Southern exposure maximizes sunlight in winter

•	 Designed and built to last 100 years

Significant recycling examples:

•	Varsity Hall floor consists of recycled elm planks 
from barns throughout the state

•	Historic panels from Schlimgen building and 
Rennebohm’s across the street preserved in 
benches and coffeehouse booths 

•	Copper Hearth from Union South fireplace now 
part of new fireplace

•	Climbing wall has a recycled rubber floor

•	Kohl Center floor wood incorporated into walls 
and tables in The Sett TV lounge.

Key Design Principle:

Student 
Involvement
•	3500 students directly involved in design process 

via focus groups, surveys and forums as well as 
on the Design Committee itself

•	Another 22,000+ students were surveyed

•	Student Union Initiative efforts resulted in passing 
referendum in 2006 by two to one

•	Precedent: MUBA role in 1928, raising funds to 
build Memorial Union 

Continued student role on:

•	Union Council

•	Design Committee

•	Advance Team for Opening New Building

Key Design Principle:

People Magnet
•	 Comfortable, welcoming

•	 Connecting indoors and outdoors

•	 Linking Camp Randall to rest of campus

•	 SOAR (students’ first glimpse of campus)

Visit our website at union.wisc.edu



Signature Spaces

Varsity Hall:  
(Image above)
•	Large event space twice as big 

as Great Hall
•	Concerts, banquets, 

receptions, weddings, lectures, 
dances, student org fairs

•	Total sq ft: 11,000
•	Seated for dining: 900 
•	Concert: ~1700 
•	Adjustable stage
•	Divides into 3 distinct venues

Varsity Hall features: 
•	Natural light, 
•	an elegant piano key ceiling 

system
•	Beautiful hardwood floors 

salvaged from barns 
throughout Wisconsin

Ideal for hosting: 
•	Badger tailgate parties
•	Formal dinners and weddings
•	Student organization fairs
•	Academic conferences, 

symposia, lectures
•	Live music, dances and 	

other performances

The Sett
Official term for “badger den”

A Three-level 
Entertainment Center
With its core dining services 
on the main level along with 
a premier live entertainment 
space, extra seating in the 
second floor balcony and 
bowling, billiards and a climbing 
wall on the lower level, The Sett 
will keep any badger busy!

The Sett offers a myriad 
of activities & experiences.
•	Eight bowling lanes 
•	Billiards 
•	Climbing and bouldering wall
•	A multi-use performance venue 

that can accommodate:
	 •	 live performances 
	 •	 dining and 
	 •	 a 16’ x 9’ HD projectionTV , 	

	 & a multiple big screen TV. 

Sun Garden
The south-facing open space 
easily accommodates dining, 
casual gatherings and study 
space. The two-story fireplace – 
featuring salvaged copper from 
the old Union South fireplace 
– anchors the room, with 
comfortable seating scattered 
beneath. Southern exposure 
guarantees maximum use of 
sunlight in winter and offers 
easy access to the Plaza during 
warmer weather.  

Gallery 1308
The Union’s thoughtfully 
designed new gallery offers 
flexibility and new technologies 
for exhibiting art. With a lounge 
and Prairie Fire coffeehouse as 
bookends, Gallery 1308 can 
easily accommodate art show 
receptions, exhibit openings and 
specials events.

The Marquee
The home for film on campus.
•	350-seat plush Badger red 

seats, 
•	An expansive screen and 

specialized sound system
•	Digital data projection, DVDs 

via Blue Ray and 35 mm.
•	Also can host meetings, 

symposia, educational 
programs and lectures.  

South Plaza  
The home for Badger Bash 
with plenty of gathering space 
highlighted by a unique water 
feature.

THE Orchard
Linking University Ave./Johnson 
St. and Dayton St. along the 
eastern side of the building, the 
Orchard corridor offers outdoor 
seating and opportunities for 
socializing or small organized 
programs. 

Art at Union South

In addition to Gallery 1308, Union South 	

is filled with art.

•	 Milwaukee art professor Jill Sebastion’s 

Percent for Art project is evident in 

several locations around the building.   

•	 Each water cooler features tiles created 

by students, faculty, staff and Union 

members in the Craftshop.  

•	 Artwork from the Union permanent 

collection adorns the walls and meeting 

rooms and the water feature out in the 

South Plaza – fueled by reclaimed rain 

water from the green roof – is a gift from 

a Union member as is the stained glass 

windows in the Prairie Fire coffeehouse.

Wisconsin Union Hotel

The 60 eco-friendly boutique guest rooms 

on the 4th and 5th floors are available to 

Union members, campus lecturers and 

researchers and guests of the UW, including 

proud parents visiting their students. 

Features include:

•	 great views of the South Plaza, Camp 

Randall Stadium and downtown 

Madison.  

•	 on-site underground parking, 

•	 high-speed wireless 

•	 fitness room 

•	 24-hour access and security

•	 extended stay rooms with kitchenette 

and living quarters are available also.

PMS 4625

PMS 1815

PMS 4635

PMS 7501 (60%) 
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Prairie Fire Coffeehouse & Wine Bar
Offering coffee, tea, espresso drinks and wine. The multi-level space 
features a unique fireplace as well as The Roost on the second floor 
balcony with indoor and outdoor seating. 

Ginger Root - Opens Fall 2011

Discover creative twists on classic pan-Asian dishes -- fresh sushi, stir-
fries and seasoned noodle recipes in double-barrel woks. Dim Sum, 
Asian beverages, soups and salads are also offered. 

Harvest Grains - Opens Fall 2011

Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, Harvest Grains will serve 
sandwiches on fresh bread, bakery, soup and salads. It emphasizes 
fresh local produce using community-supported agriculture shares 	
to create new specials.

Urban Slice
From Chicago’s deep-dish to New York’s thin-crust, this new pizzeria’s deck 
oven will bake savory slices along with strombolis and calzones. Pasta and 
side salads will help accentuate the classic pizzeria atmosphere.

Daily Scoop
It would not be a Wisconsin Union building without Babcock ice cream! 
The Daily Scoop delivers by the dish, waffle, wafer or sugar cone.

Badger Market
This convenience store offers various items patrons requested – grab-
and-go salads and sandwiches; sundries; laundry soap; school supplies; 
Badger spirit and Union apparel; and among other items. Stop by 
before a movie for some Marquee Munchies that include combos, 
candy and more!

Dining options
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