
Part One



Oregon Hunger Relief Task Force

 Created by the legislature in 1989

 Resource within Government, liaison to non-profit world

 Advocate for those who are hungry or at risk of hunger

 Membership includes
 Legislators
 Government agencies
 Nonprofit & faith community

 Partners have developed trust and collaboration



How We Got Here

 Much of today’s problems with hunger started in the early 
1980’s at the federal level:

 80% cut in subsidized housing

 35% cut in food stamps and child nutrition programs

 Reap in homeless shelters, soup kitchens and 
emergency food boxes today



How We Got Here

 In 1996, Welfare Reform:

 Additional cuts in food stamps

 Additional cuts in Summer Food Service Program

 Many families pushed off welfare into minimum wage 
jobs



How We Got Here

In the late 1970’s, the minimum wage was high enough to 
lift a family of three above the poverty line, with one full-
time wage earner. 

Since then, the minimum wage has stagnated and a full-
time worker in even a family of 2 barely earns above the 
poverty level.



Family Size Gross Yearly 
Income

Approx 
Hourly Income

Oregon 
Minimum 

Wage

1 $11,170 $5.37

$8.80/hr.
(Indexed 
yearly)

2 $15,130 $7.27

3 $19,090 $9.18
4 $23,050 $11.08

How We Got Here

2012* Federal Poverty Guidelines

*Effective until at least March 31st 2013



How We Got Here

 I often refer to hunger as the Canary in the Mineshaft—
indicative of bigger problems. 

 The grocer doesn’t knock at the door, but the landlord, 
utilities, repair of car to get to work, all impact families’
ability to put food on the table



Major Drivers of Hunger

 Shift in jobs

 Housing costs

 Utilities

 Health care

 Child care

 Transportation

 Food costs



Average Annual Earnings By Industry: 
1984 - 2004

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis Data
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Home Prices vs. Household Income: 
Portland Metro Area 1990 - 2005

Source: Community Development Network:



Average Home Heating Costs Increase Rapidly 
Outpacing Oregon Income: 2001-2006
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Childcare vs. the Federal Poverty Level

 Federal poverty level (FPL) = based on 1950’s 
family who spent: 
 1/3 of income for food
 1/3 for housing
 1/3 for everything else
 Expected one parent to stay home with children

 CHILD CARE COSTS NOT INCLUDED IN 
FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL



Media Messaging

 OHRTF partners developed common “root cause”
message around hunger

 Goal to move beyond charity to long-term solutions

 Came up with “Hunger is an Income Issue” and a set 
of talking points



Media Messaging

 Partners brought up Hunger message in media interviews, 
focused on 1-2 talking points in their issue area

 When new hunger numbers released each fall, partners 
received talking points for media – good coverage!

 Summer 2002: Campaign for Governor, advance person 
heard “Hunger is an Income Issue”

 After election, new advance person heard “Hunger is an 
Income Issue”



Media Messaging

 New Governor announces 
Hunger Initiative to 
challenge every Oregonian 
to help solve the problem



Media Messaging

 Governor 
designates 2 
weeks a year for 
Hunger 
Awareness: 
Spring and Fall

 Here: The Food 
Stamp Challenge



Act to End Hunger

 Input gathered over a 6-month period from 
October 2003 

 Officially released in April 2004

 Listed 40 Ways in 5 Years to Make a Difference



Act to End Hunger:
Four Key Components of the Plan
 Long-term actions to address root causes:

 Family economic stability

 Community food security

 Intermediate actions to alleviate hunger’s symptoms:

 Federal food programs

 Emergency food services



How Oregon Responded

 Since 2000, food stamp participation has almost tripled

 Oregon serves about 80% of those eligible

 Brought in $192 million in 1999

 Now over $1 billion per year



How Oregon Responded

 Child Nutrition

 Summer Food Program Outreach

 Meals served increased from 962,019 in 2003 to 
1,658,621 in 2009 (12%+)

 After-School Meal and Snack 
Outreach (pilot state)

 Meals served increased from 
165,637 in 2001 to 1,364,479 in 
2009 (700%+)



How Oregon Responded

 Emergency Food Programs

 Regional network that 
works together

 More state $$

 Some CDBG money for 
warehouses

 Expansion into new 
communities



How Oregon Responded

 Other root cause work

 Refundable Child Care Tax Credit

 $23 million total

 Refundable Earned-Income Tax Credit

 Approximately $6 million expansion

 Affordable Housing Tax Credit

 Higher minimum wage

 Indexed for inflation



Hunger* Trends in Oregon and U.S., 
1999-2005

Source: “Household Food Security in the United States, 2005” USDA.

*Indicates that difference between Oregon rate and that of the U.S. is statistically significant at .05 level



Measuring Success

 2007 Legislative 
Accomplishments:

 $25.8 million for family 
supports in TANF

 $26 million for affordable 
housing

 Payday and other 
consumer loans capped at 
36%



Measuring Success

 2007 Legislative Accomplishments:
 Expanded coupons for WIC / Senior Farm Vouchers
 $2 million to bolster the Oregon Food Bank’s 

statewide network



Measuring Success

’08 Legislative Session

Have a Heart…
Help Oregon Thrive!



Measuring Success



Measuring Success

 ‘09 Legislative Accomplishments:
 Eliminated reduced-price co-pay for school 

breakfast
 Healthy kids plan
 Document recording fee to preserve housing 

assistance programs
 Expansion of unemployment to part-time workers



Ending Hunger 
Before it Begins

Oregon’s Call to Action
2010 - 2015



PHFO and OHTF

• Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon (PHFO)  

nonprofit advocacy and outreach organization  

supports the work of the Oregon Hunger Task Force. 

• Oregon Hunger Task Force (OHTF) 

anti-hunger policy think tank

created by the state legislature 22 years ago

to gather information about hunger 

make recommendations to prevent it.



Recommendations

• Promote savings and asset building for individuals and families

• Ensure living wage jobs are available and accessible to all Oregonians



Recommendations

• Reform Oregon’s tax and revenue system so it is stable, fair and 
sustainable

• Strengthen programs that help offset living expenses for low and fixed 
income Oregonians



Recommendations

• Ensure all Oregonians can access healthy and affordable food in their 
communities

• Strengthen Oregon’s ability to produce, process, and distribute food in 
ways that help feed and employ Oregonians



Recommendations

• Improve outreach and delivery of federal food programs to 
underserved groups, such as people with disabilities, seniors, 
immigrants, rural residents and people who are homeless

• Streamline and increase the capacity of federal child nutrition 
programs to ensure access both in and out of school settings



Recommendations

• Ensure all Oregonians can access food assistance when they need it

• Expand healthy food options and nutrition education throughout the 
food assistance safety net



First lady Cylvia Hayes 
Prosperity Initiative

• Poverty Outcomes across
Governor’s 10 year Budget

•Interagency Council to partner 
with nonprofits for 
administrative/policy changes

•Business committee to address 
poverty in private sector and 
support public efforts



Join us!

• Learn

• Advocate

• Connect



Learn

• Read Ending Hunger Before it Begins:
Oregon’s Call to Action

http://oregonhunger.org/oregon-hunger-plan

• Check out county level data sheets as one 
way to engage local communities

http://oregonhunger.org/county-data



Advocate

• Tie into state coalitions that work on hunger 
and poverty.

• Advocate to support public policies that 
improve food security and reduce hunger –
locally and in Washington, D.C.  



Connect

• Expand participation in federally funded 
nutrition programs such as:  
SNAP (formerly food stamps)

WIC  (Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants and Children)

School Meals (breakfast and lunch)

After School (meals and snacks) 

Summer Meals 



Ending Hunger Before it Begins: 
Oregon’s Call to Action 

was coordinated with funds provided by the 
Kaiser Permanente Community Fund at the 

Northwest Health Foundation.

Ending Hunger Before it Begins: 
Oregon’s Call to Action 

was coordinated with funds provided by the 
Kaiser Permanente Community Fund at the 

Northwest Health Foundation.

Thank You!

Robyn Johnson, Community Advocacy Coordinator
robyn@oregonhunger.org; 503-595-5501 x 303

Patti Whitney-Wise, Executive Director
patti@oregonhunger.org; 503-595-5501 x 302


