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The expanded list of resources is organized into four sections:
I.  Key resources for local and state indicator development
Il. Additional background reading, resources and recent studies
I11. State resources
IV. National studies, surveys and reports using positive youth indicators

I. Key resources for local and state indicator development

Child Trends has created a series of useful tools for state and local practitioners.

The Child Trends DataBank is an electronic resource for tracking the latest national trends
and research on over 80 key indicators of child and youth well- being, including over a
dozen positive social indicators. www.childtrendsdatabank.org.

The electronic Child Indicator Newsletter shares new developments in scientific research
and data development with an emphasis on implications for users at the local, state and
national levels.

www.childtrends.org/_catdisp_page.cfm?LID=0F761B03- F725- 41B6- 8D70417D547FAD5B
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I1. Additional background reading, resources and recent studies

DEFINITIONS
To clarify the differences among accountability measures, the following definitions are
adapted from the Fiscal Policies Studies Institute.

Outcomes (goals or results) are conditions of well- being for whole populations (children,
adults, families or communities.) Examples: healthy children, children ready for school,
children succeeding in school, strong families. They are not about programs or agency
services, since no single action by any one agency can create the improved results we want
and need.

Indicators (or benchmarks) are measures which help quantify the achievement of the
outcome or result. Examples: third grade reading scores help quantify whether children are
succeeding in school, percent of youth volunteering helps quantify youth choosing healthy
behaviors.

Performance Measures are measures of how well programs and agencies are working. They
report whether the clients or customers of the service are better off. These measures are
sometimes referred to as client or customer results (versus community population results).
They typically answer: How much did we do, how well did we do it, is anyone better off?

Outcomes and indicators are about the ends; strategies and performance measures are
about the means to get there. Processes that fail to make these crucial distinctions often mix
up ends and means.
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IV. National studies, surveys and reports using positive youth indicators

National Studies, Surveys & Reports
Using Positive Youth Indicators

Sample Positive Indicator Areas

National Longitudinal Studies
Studies following single cohort over time

National Survey of Families & Households (1987)
www.ssc.wisc.edu/nsfh/home.htm

Family relationships, rules and interactions,
out-of-school and religious activities, academic
expectations

National Longitudinal Survey of Adolescent
Health (1995)
www.cpc.unc.edu/addhealth

Family and peer relationships, school environments, out-
of-school and religious activities

National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (1997)
www.bls.gov/nls/nlsy97.htm

Employment information, parent relationships
and expectations, out-of-school activities

National Education Longitudinal Surveys
(1988 & 2002)
www.nces.ed.gov/surveys/nels88
www.nces.ed.gov/surveys/els2002

School effectiveness, structural and climate issues,
expectations and achievement, parent involvement,
school-to-work transition

4-H Study of Positive Youth Development (2002)
www.ase.tufts.edu/4hstudy pyd

Competence, confidence, character, connection, caring
and contribution

Monitoring the Future (1975-)
www.monitoringthefuture.org

Citizenship, activism, academics, jobs, future goals,
media use, out-of-school activities,
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